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12.5 Our Sustainable Infrastructure
Sustainable development is an integrated approach to development that 
attempts to maximize effi  cient and eff ective long-range management of land and 
community resources.  Revitalization in the Westside Community will be focused 
toward Ventura Avenue, some industrial land reuse, and opportunities in existing 
residential neighborhoods, both proactive measures to encourage development 
to incorporate green design. 

A suffi  cient water supply, eff ective wastewater treatment system, and an 
effi  cient drainage system are vital components of a community’s well-being.  It 
is the responsibility of the City to ensure that infi ll growth has adequate public 
facilities and services as well as preserves and enhances valuable resources such 
as hydrological resources through eff ective groundwater management and 
participation in regional eff orts such as the Lower Ventura River Parkway plan.  

GOAL:  Minimize the impacts of new development on Westside 

infrastructure and the Ventura River Watershed through 

advancing sustainable planning and design practices.  

Policy  12 W.  Incorporate green design and infrastructure solutions into the 

urban landscape using low impact development techniques to protect and 

preserve water resources.

Action 12.5.1: Require new development and redevelopment to implement 
Low Impact Development stormwater techniques as outlined in the Ventura 
County Technical Guidance Manual for Stormwater Quality Control Measures 
to retain, treat and infi ltrate stormwater runoff .  

Policy 12 X: Require new development in the Westside Community to provide 

necessary public infrastructure to sustain anticipated development and 

maintain current services.

Action 12.5.2: Promote a natural means of drainage from the Westside to 
the Ventura River in new development where feasible in existing developed 
areas. 

Action 12.5.3: Install infrastructure for wireless technology and computer 
networking that is accessible from various public locations along the Ventura 
Avenue corridor.

Action 12.5.4:  Update the 2005 Westside/Downtown Sewer Main Capacity 
Defi ciency Fee Nexus Study, downstream wastewater capacity studies and 
Capital Improvement Defi ciency Study (CIDS) fees for the Westside Community 
to determine adequate capacity, supply, fi refl ow and/or infrastructure 
improvements.

Action 12.5.5:  New development shall fund a hydraulic analysis to evaluate 
and determine water capacity, supply and infrastructure improvements which 
shall be constructed prior to occupancy.
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12.6 Our Active Community
The City of Ventura is committed to ensuring that citizens have plentiful access to 
high quality spaces for active and passive recreation.  In the Westside area, that 
requires improvements to aging facilities and enhanced connectivity to larger 
amenities adjacent to the project area.  Parks provide gathering places where 
residents and visitors share the area’s natural amenities and enjoy recreational 
activities and cultural events.  The City values the social benefi t of youth-oriented 
programs such as tutoring, recreation, education, and classes focused on the arts 
that are provided through joint partnerships with the Ventura Unifi ed School 
District and community organizations.  As existing infi ll development occurs  
within the community, additional or expanded facilities and programs are desired 
to meet community needs and maintain existing service to residents.  This Plan 
calls for modernization of existing facilities, shared use agreements with partner 
agencies, and providing services to youth and seniors.  Additionally, leisure time 
will be enhanced through attention to creating more enjoyable public spaces 
such as plazas in the urban setting.  

The natural setting framing the Westside area is one of its greatest assets in 
providing open space amenities to area residents.   This Plan calls for participating 
in joint community eff orts; providing recreational and educational opportunities 
including hiking and bicycle trails to complement the existing Ventura River Trail; 
and connecting the Westside to Grant Park. 

GOAL:  Create new park space and increase passive and 

active recreational opportunities at Westpark, Harry A. Lyon 

Park, along the Ventura River Trail and Brock Linear Park.

Policy 12 Y: Design Westside Community facilities to provide multiple 

community benefi ts, including daytime activities for seniors, weekend 

athletic programs and public gathering spaces.

Action 12.6.1:  Encourage public-private partnership and seek funding 
mechanisms for planning, design and construction of the Westside Community 
pool at Harry Lyon park.

Action 12.6.2: Build out the Westpark Master Plan for recreation facilities.

Action 12.6.3: Plan, design and seek funding to install passive green space 
fronting the Adult Center on Ventura Avenue. 

Action 12.6.4: Seek opportunity site to develop public park and/or open 
space.

Action 12.6.5: Consider redesignating the General Plan Land Use of the 
approximately 2 acre site located at the northeast corner of Kellogg Street and 
Ventura Avenue, the approximately 1 acre city-owned site on the north side of 
Stanley Avenue, and the approximately 1.6 acre site located at Bell Way near 
Olive Street to Parks and Open Space.  
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Action 12.6.6: Permit a Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) 
opportunity between City property and private property to develop 
a park.

Action 12.6.7: Pursue funding mechanisms to fi nance acquisition, 
construction, operation and maintenance of a new park facility.

Action 12.6.8: Develop joint use agreements with the Ventura 
Unifi ed School District for joint use of school parks and recreational 
space and fund.  The City shall coordinate  and fund a pilot program 
for joint use at one or more of the Ventura Unifi ed School District 
facilites in the Westside Community. 

Action 12.6.9: Form partnerships to allow cooperative community 
gardens in neighborhoods and public facilities.  

Action 12.6.10:  Pursue opportunities for development of vacant or 
underutilized lots as neighborhood greenspace.

Policy 12 Z: Expand the park and trail network opportunities in the 

Westside to link the community to the hillside, Ventura river, and 

connection to the Ventura shoreline.

Action12.6.11:  Pursue partnerships, engineering solutions, safety 
and funding measures to establish a trail connection to Grant Park 
from the Westside neighborhoods. 

Refer to Policy 12S Actions 12.4.14 & 12.4.15 on page 26 of Our 
Accessible Community regarding hillside accessibility strategy. 
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12.7 Our Healthy and Safe Community
Cumulatively, there are signifi cant natural and manmade risks in the Plan area 
that must be planned for appropriately in order to create a safe and healthy urban 
environment.  While the natural setting surrounding the community is one of its 
most notable assets, it also presents threats, as the Westside Community planning 
area is located between steep erosive hillsides with high risk of wildfi re. Landslides 
and liquefaction are pressing issues on the hillsides to the east of Cedar Avenue.  
In addition to placement within the 100-year fl ood zone, the Ventura River and its 
northern dams and connecting creeks pose high risk of fl ooding.  Because of the 
historical prominence of the oil industry on the Westside, there are contaminated 
Brownfi eld sites and gas conveyance lines running beneath the Plan area.  
Additionally, seismic fault lines run to the north and south of the area, which 
necessitates careful attention to applicable building code requirements.  Potential 
risks to life and property must be minimized through innovative programs, model 
mitigation measures, and mindful urban design.  State Route 33 adjacent to the 
project area generates noise to neighboring residential neighborhoods, requiring 
mitigation in project design.  Crime  and public safety is a growing concern among 
the residents of the Westside. 

GOAL:  Reduce threats to public health and safety 

throughout the Westside Community through regulation of 

hazardous conditions and enhanced public safety services 

and facilities. 

Policy 12 AA: Minimize the Westside Community exposure to fl oods, 

landslides and hazardous substances.

Action 12.7.1: Require proponents of any new development within the Ventura 
River 100-year fl oodplain to implement measures, as identifi ed in the Flood 
Plain Ordinance, to protect structures from 100-year fl ood hazards (e.g. by 
raising the fi nished fl oor elevation outside the fl oodplain).

Action 12.7.2:  Develop urban standards to accommodate future fi ndings of 
updated Flood Insurance Study of Ventura River and Army Corp of Engineers 
levy study.

Action 12.7.3:  Seek grant funding through FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program (HMGP), Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM), Flood Mitigation Assistance 
(FMA), Repetitive Flood Claims (RFC), and Severe Repetitive Loss (SRL) programs 
to provide funding for eligible mitigation activities that reduce disaster losses 
and protect life and property from future disaster damages.  (Note Flood 
hazard is required analysis in the Environmental Impact Report.)

Action 12.7.4: Monitor the use and storage of hazardous substances in the 
industrial areas to alleviate the risk of watercourse contamination along the 
Ventura River through development review and National Pollution Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) monitoring requirements.
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Refer to Policy 12S Actions 12.4.12 & 12.4.13 on page 26 of Our Accessible 
Community regarding hillside landslide strategy.

Policy 12.BB: Develop a public safety strategy and provide necessary public 

safety personnel to serve the Westside Area.

Action 12.7.5: Require new development to pay their fair share to fund 
additional public safety facilities and services for police and fi re.

Action 12.7.6: Integrate features such as public visibility, night-time public 
use, low-level lighting, or other crime prevention measures, into the design 
of commercial and public buildings in order to create a safe environment, 
particularly in mixed-use areas.

Action 12.7.8:   Pursue public, private and grant funding to add code enforcement 
personnel in order to provide enhanced services to Westside public places, 
recognizing the relationship of crime to poorly maintained areas.
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12.8 Our Educated Community
The majority of students in the Westside project area attend Sheridan Way, E.P. 
Foster Elementary Schools, and De Anza Middle School.  It is important to support 
a well-educated, active, and culturally sensitive community. Providing a variety 
of learning opportunities enriches the lives of children and helps to assure their 
economic independence.  Strategies for increasing adult education and job 
training should be pursued.  To meet the growing needs of the community, a 
potential expansion and relocation of the Avenue Library can also off er increased 
educational opportunities.

GOAL: Provide learning opportunities for adults and children  

through community partnerships.

Policy 12 CC: Partner with the Ventura Unifi ed School District, Ventura 

Community College, Ventura County Library and other education 

organizations to provide an adult education and training program in the 

Westside Community.

Action 12.8.1: As a short-term strategy, coordinate with Ventura Unifi ed School 
District for shared use of campus facilities for adult education and training 
programs. 

Action 12.8.2:  Seek grant funding and local sponsorships to develop and 
promote a Westside adult education and training program.

Action 12.8.3:  In the long-term, fi nd a permanent location for a Westside adult 
education and training center within a Pedestrian Core Node, such as Stanley 
and Ventura Avenue, or the old Avenue School at 2717 Ventura Avenue.

Action 12.8.4: Explore relocation and expansion of the neighborhood library 
facility from the current location at 606 North Ventura Avenue, near higher 
density neighborhood development, school or park.

Policy 12 DD: As the population increases in the Westside Community, the 

City shall coordinate with Ventura Unifi ed School District for necessary 

school facilities, including a possible new elementary school to serve new 

development.
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Existing Westside Community Muruals

Sheridan Way Elementary

Westpark Campus

JR CB Shop
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12.9 Our Creative Community
The arts build civic pride and cultural diversity and are a large part of the 
identity of the Westside community, which is home to many local Ventura artists.  
Community arts programs in the area are built on local historical foundations and 
cultural contributions of Westside residents.  In particular, the local community 
seeks to enhance and foster the Latino Culture as a foundation of the Westside.  
As a community identifi er, generous provisions for public arts should be made to 
weave arts into everyday life and enhance the newly revitalized areas.  

GOAL: Protect the cultural heritage, with particular attention 

to the Latino infl uence on the Westside and promote 

creativity and civic art in the Westside community to improve 

the quality of the built environment and animate the public 

realm.

Policy 12 EE: Increase Westside public art and cultural expression throughout 

the community.

Action 12.9.1:  As a public-private partnership, fund, develop and implement a 
Westside Mural Program to include the following:

1.  Identify, map and encourage protection of existing community 
murals.

2.  Outreach with stakeholders groups such as Bell Arts Factory, CAUSE, 
and Westside Community Council to promote and collaborate new mural 
installations.

3.  Coordinate with the City’s Community Partnerships and Community 
Development Departments to process murals through the Pubic Arts 
Commission and Design Review Committee, as appropriate, pursuant to 
the Interim Mural Guidelines.

Action 12.9.2:  Promote and expand the City’s Artwalk as a major event in the 
Westside Community.

Policy 12 FF: Meet the Westside Community needs for performance, 

exhibition, and workspace.

Action 12.9.3: Partner with community-based organizations to facilitate the 
promotion of artists and arts-based activities in the Westside Community.

Action 12.9.4:  Continue City programming of cultural activities  translation of 
City publications into Spanish, and Latino arts marketing workshops.

Action 12.9.5:  Encourage community gathering and cultural activities such as 
farmer’s markets in public spaces.

Community Ideas for 

Cultural Events

De Colores festival,• 
movie screenings through Star-• 
light Cinema at Westpark,
City grant support for the Dia de • 
los Muertos celebration,
the Ventura Big Read, and• 
inclusion of Mexican folk music at • 
City event series
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Policy 12 GG: Encourage the expansion of Westside Community facilities and 

business opportunities for local artists.

Action 12.9.6: Identify locations for, and support the development of, 
workspaces for local artists, including live/work development, venues for 
display of the art, including cultural performances, and business spaces for 
vendors that supply the local arts community, including the photography and 
motion picture arts and sciences taught at Brooks Institute. 

Action 12.9.7: Encourage Brooks Institute to take a strong role in arts 
development in the community, including possibly off ering scholarships 
to local residents and hosting or sponsoring arts and cultural events in the 
community.




